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Motorised transport belongs to ‘a set of universal, irreducible and essential
material conditions for achieving basic human wellbeing". There are free lo-
cal transport schemes (mainly buses) in more than 100 towns and cities
worldwide, including more than 30 in the USA and 20 in France, as well as in
Poland, Sweden, Italy, Slovenia, Estonia, Australia and elsewhere. Some are
restricted to certain social groups and times of day. They've been adopted
for a range of reasons — to reduce social and economic inequalities, encour-
age social participation, discourage private car use, cut levels of air pollution
and eliminate administrative costs associated with ticketing.

Infrequent, poorly connected services plague much of the UK, where local
buses have been deregulated since 19852 In London, where a strategic au-
thority has kept control of public transport, bus travel has rapidly increased,
while it has declined everywhere else in the UK. Extending free bus passes to
the whole UK population has been estimated to cost around £5.2 billion a
year (0.26% GDP), while extending London'’s level of public transport service
would cost £12.3 billion (0.63% GDP)3.

Most European countries have regulated bus services with co-ordinated
routes and timetables, as well as better links between town and country, and
higher levels of public subsidy. They are more affordable and their users are
more satisfied®. The French pay for public transport through a payroll levy
called Versement Transport (VT). More than 80% of France's urban
transport authorities apply the levy, which pays for more than half of their
infrastructure investment and subsidies to operators. A huge variety of taxes
are levied by local authorities around the world to pay for their public
transport systems, ranging from local income and property taxes, to sales
and tourism taxes, corporation tax and road user charges®.
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Free bus travel, as part of a well regulated, inter-connected, frequent, relia-
ble and adequately funded scheme that also discourages car use and en-
courages safe walking and cycling is likely to yield a wide range of social,
economic and environmental benefits.

A 2016 evaluation of free bus travel for older and disabled people in England
found that pass holders found it easier to access to services, had more op-
portunities for social interaction and were left with more disposable income;
all this disproportionately benefited poorer people®.

Greenhouse gas emissions from use of cars and taxis are more than seven
times higher than from use of buses’. A study in one German town suggests
the best way to cut private traffic is to combine free public transport with
strong disincentives for other road users, such as a congestion charge®.

An analysis by KPMG of the impacts of local bus services in the UK found
that ‘investment in local bus markets generates significant benefits to pas-
sengers, other road users and the wider community'. Each £1 spent by gov-
ernment on these services produced economic, social and environmental re-
turns ranging from £2.00 to £3.80 for revenue expenditure and from £4.20
to £8.10 for capital expenditure®.
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